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been long years since then. I do not know that any of the
members of the family are living.

We started from Elkhorn on a fine morning, with a new
fall of snow, to go to Racine. I cannot now tell the dis-
tance between the two places. Only a few uncleared farms
were to be seen in the distance, on the right and left, as
we drove along. Mr. Bruce was so well acquainted with
the country that he did not hesitate to take a straight
course from one place to another. As we drove along on
that day in February, the surroundings were beautiful,
though one sheet of snow covered the country over. It
seems to me now that there was mnever anything more
beautiful than that part of this State. We were on an ex-
tended prairie, with trees in the distance. Our spirits were
bouyant, and I, though not well, enjoyed everything in
turn.

We reached Racine that afternoon, but I was not well
enough to go to Kenosha. Our gentlemen drove over there
and returned with Mrs. Blish, afterwards Mrs. William
Strong, of Kenosha, and her sister, Miss Mary Irwin, now
Mrs. Mitehell, of Chicago. We were all invited to Col.
Thomas J. Cram’s, where we passed a delightful evening.
Our lady friends returned to Kenosha that same evening.
The next day we left for Milwaukee, where we remained
for a day. We had no acquaintances there at that time.
My eyes now began to trouble me, the snow having been
very trying on them. On the second day we left for She-
boygan, and on our arrival there I was entirely snow blind.
I was very anxious to get into the quiet of my own home.
‘We made short stops at Manitowoc and Kewaunee, but
there was little at either place.

Between Kewaunee and Green Bay we came to a hill so
steep in the descent that it seemed as though the sleigh
must tip over the horses. Mr. Bruce stopped, and, upon
talking the matter over, it was finally decided that we
could not drive down that hill. What were we to do? I
suggested, as a jest, that we should roll down, little think-
ing when I spoke how it would turn out. We ladies started



